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TURKMENISTAN SCHOLAR STUDIES U.S. EDUCATION AT UM 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana has been selected to host a Fulbright visiting scholar from 
Turkmenistan for the 2004-05 academic year.
Gaplan Esenamanov, formerly a senior specialist at the Ministry of Education in 
Ashgabat, Turkmenistan, is one of about 800 foreign faculty and professionals the Fulbright 
Scholar Program will bring to the United States this year to teach and do research.
Esenamanov is investigating the higher education system in the United States to be used 
as a model for Turkmenistan’s own educational reforms. He is based at the UM School of 
Education.
“Learning your curriculum could be an important direction for our country — especially 
in areas like computer science and economics,” he said.
Turkmenistan, a country of 5.6 million, is a former Soviet republic north of Iran and 
Afghanistan. Esenamanov said his homeland is trying to upgrade its higher education system. 
He said educational opportunities became more limited after the fall of the Soviet Union.
Before, students could study for free at colleges and universities across Russia. Now they have 
to pay foreign tuition, which is prohibitively expensive for most people in Turkmenistan. So 
the institutions at home need to improve.
-more-
101404turk-2
Esenamanov received his post-graduate education at Novosibirsk State University in 
Russia, majoring in applied mathematics. He then served as a scientific fellow at the Physical 
and Technical Institute of the Academy of Sciences in Turkmenistan before teaching courses at 
the Turkmen State Institute of Transportation and Communication. He then worked at the 
country’s Ministry of Education. His most recent job was at the Training Centre for the 
Turkmen Customs Service, where he taught computer science.
Established in 1946 under legislation introduced by the late Sen. J. William Fulbright 
of Arkansas, the Fulbright Program works to build mutual understanding between the people 
of the United States and other countries. Fulbright awards are presented on the basis of 
academic or professional achievement to individuals who have demonstrated extraordinary 
leadership potential in their fields.
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